
ATTENTION HUNTERS!

LEGAL BUCKS

Zone
Inside 

Spread
OR

Main 

Beam

1 10ò OR 13ò

2 10ò OR 13ò

3 12ò OR 15ò

Bag Limits
Antlered Buck Deer: 

The bag limit on antlered buck deer is one (1) buck per day, not to exceed three (3) 

per license year.  Legal bucks must meet the antler criteria within the appropriate 

deer management zone.  For youth fifteen (15) years of age and younger 

hunting on private lands and authorized state and federal lands, one (1) of 

the three (3) buck bag limit may be any antlered deer regardless of number 

of points, inside spread, or beam length.

Antlerless Deer:

The bag limit on antlerless deer is one (1) per day not to exceed five (5) per 

license year. 



ATTENTION HUNTERS!

What is the purpose of this

zone?

This antler criteria will protect 

almost 100% of the 1½ year old 

bucks .  This protection will 

prevent over-harvest of bucks 

and improve antler size as 

bucks get older.  These 

protected bucks will improve 

skewed buck:doe ratios, 

resulting in higher reproduction. 

Zone lines are based on soil 

regions using highways and 

interstates as dividing 

boundaries.

Why are there antler 

restrictions in this zone?

Research indicates the 4-point 

law allowed the harvest of 

better quality yearling bucks, 

while protecting older-aged 

spikes and 3-point bucks.  The 

result has been a decrease in 

antler size within age classes 

of older bucks.  The 

combination of the 4-point law, 

high hunting pressure, and 

lower reproduction results in 

the over harvest of bucks and 

a decrease in antler size. To 

prevent these problems, 

yearling bucks must be 

allowed to reach older age 

classes.  

Deer Management Zone (Zone 1):

Private and open public lands east of I-55 and north of I-20 plus areas south 

of I-20 and east of U.S. Highway 61, excluding areas south of U.S. Highway 

84 and east of MS Highway 35. 

Archery Oct.  1 ïNov. 20 Either-sex (Private and open public lands)

Youth Gun (Youth 15 and under)      Nov. 14 ïNov. 20 Either-sex (On private lands and authorized state and federal lands)

Gun (with dogs) Nov. 21 ïDec.   1 Either-sex (Private land); Legal bucks (Open public land) 

Primitive Weapon / Youth Gun          Dec.   2 ïDec. 15 Either-sex (Private and open public lands)

Gun (without dogs) Dec. 16 ïDec. 18 Either-sex (Private land); Legal bucks (Open public land) 

Dec. 19 ïDec. 20 Either-sex (Private and open public lands)

Dec. 21 ïDec. 23 Either-sex (Private land); Legal bucks (Open public land) 

Gun (with dogs) Dec. 24 ïJan.  20 Either-sex (Private land); Legal bucks (Open public land) 

Primitive Weapon / Youth Gun          Jan.  21 ïJan. 31 Either-sex (Private and open public lands)

What is a legal buck?

A legal buck is defined as 

having EITHER a minimum 

inside spread of 10 inches 

OR a minimum main beam 

length of 13 inches.  

How do you estimate a 10 

inch inside spread? 

Estimating a 10 inch spread 

is accomplished by observing 

a buckôs ears in the alert 

position.  When in the alert 

position, the distance from 

ear-tip to ear-tip measures 

approximately 14 inches.  If 

the OUTSIDE of each antler 

beam is 1 inch inside the ear-

tip, the inside spread is 

approximately 10 inches. 

How do you estimate a 13 

inch main beam? 

To estimate a 13 inch main 

beam, the buckôs head must 

be observed from the side.  If 

the tip of the main beam 

extends to the front of the 

eye, main beam length is 

approximately 13 inches.  


